
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: Graphic Novels 
Subject Area: LA - Language Arts 
Grade Level(s): 12 Credits: 0.5 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Ron Barnett 
Contact: ronb@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7428  
 

 Course Description 
This semester course will explore the power of graphic novels 
with thorough analysis of classic, influential texts. In this 
emerging art form, words combine with imagery to become a 
powerful text that has spawned some of the best stories and 
films of the past 30 years. 
 

Prerequisites 
N/A 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
● Interpret, cite, analyze, compare, contrast, convince, 

determine, distinguish, illustrate, sketch, interpret, 
compose 

●  
 

Supplemental Resources 
Novels, articles, film, videos 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
N/A 
 

District Adopted Materials 
N/A 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
Visual aids, digital writing, choice of assessment, group 
collaboration 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

● Give respect; get respect 
● Limit distractions 
● Do your own work and turn it in 

 

 Proficiency Standards 
● 11-12.RL.1:  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
● 11-12.RL.2:  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the 

text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

● 11-12.RL.5: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its overall 
structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

● 11-12.RL.6: Analyze a case in which grasping point of view, or understanding a perspective or cultural experience requires 
distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant. 

● 11-12.RL.10: By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems. 
● 11-12.RI.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, 

including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.   
● 11-12.RI.6:  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing 



how style and content contribute to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.  
● •11-12.RI.7:  Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem. 
● 11-12.L.6:  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level. 
● •11-12.W.1:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. 
● 11-12.W.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly 

and accurately through the effective selections, organization, and analysis of content. 
● 11-12.W.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 

and well-structured event sequences. 
● •11-12.SL.1:  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on grade-level topics, texts, and issues. 
● •11-12.SL.4:  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 

listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
● Definition and Appropriateness of Graphic Novels 
● Terms and Concepts 
● Persepolis 
● V for Vendetta 
● March Book 1 
● Independent Novels 
● Presentations 

 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Assessments: 90% of Course Grade 
Students will be assessed on each of the identified standards listed previously to gauge their proficiency.  Proficiency is demonstrated 
on multiple assessments. These assessments will vary and may take the form of projects, essays, class discussions, tests, or other 
assignments.  Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate their level of proficiency for each standard (these may take 
the form of retakes or revisions depending on the assignments) if they have completed the assigned practice work given for the 
standard being assessed.  With regards to Seminar Packets, students will be graded based on the best 2 of 4, or 3 out of 5 
opportunities. If a paper is submitted late, no written teacher comments will be given and the chance to revise may be forfeited. 
 
Practice: 10% of Course Grade 
In order to master most any skill in life, practice is necessary.  Practice will be assigned in the course; these activities are designed to 
help build student understanding and provide practice of concepts and skills necessary to pass assessments.  These assignments will 
be assessed on completion and/or the quality of completion.  
 
Grading Scale: 
Grades are cumulative for the semester and do not reset after each nine week grading period. Proficiency on the standards will be 
assigned a point total using the following scale (1-4): 
    1 (40%)  Not Proficient 
    2 (60%) Working Toward Proficiency 
    3 (80%) Proficient 
    4 (100%) Advanced Proficiency 
      
Assignments are always to be turned in on time and may be typed or handwritten in pencil or blue or black ink. Assignments should 
be turned in to the appropriate basket. 
 
Plagiarism: 
Any work that is turned in must be the student’s original work. Copying or borrowing work from other students or sources without 
giving proper credit to the source will result in no credit on the assignment and a referral for academic dishonesty.  



 
Late Work/Retakes and Revisions: 
While it is important that students complete their practice work on time so that they can build their skills, there will not be an 
academic penalty for turning this work in late.  All late work, however, must be completed prior to scheduling a retake on a given 
standard and before the end of the current 9-week grading period. No late practice work will be accepted after the end of the 
corresponding unit.   
 
Students are expected to take the course assessments on the day they are given.  If a student is absent on the day an assessment is 
given in class, he or she will be responsible for arranging an appropriate time to take the assessment with the teacher.  If a student 
wishes to revise a paper, all drafts must be turned in on time before revision will be granted.  Students need to revise and resubmit 
papers within 2 weeks from when the paper was returned to them. Assessments turned in after the due date will not be available for 
teacher comment or revision but will still be assessed. Late summative assessments must be completed and submitted within one 
month of the end of the unit.  
 
Parents and students can expect updated grades to be available online approximately every two weeks. Major papers and projects 
will take longer to assess. 

 

 


